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Ed's Letter

Welcome

There | was, minding my own business, when all of a sudden | noticed it had all
gone quiet, Alex, Alex. .. Alex! Right, so he’s off then? Better do some work then
| guess and figure out how | get one of these Charged thingies together then?
What we need is & load of gadgels, some hot vehicles and a few girls. Throw
some maovie reviews and a ton of games into the pot, stick it in the oven and
you've got yourself an issue of Charged! Can't be that hard surely?

Unfortunately, it is and | am still catching up on my sleep as you read this.

In just one issue we managed to get up into the mountaing on some Harleys
wearing nothing but leather tassels and a smile, somehow got a racing car anto
the 45th floor of an apartment building in the marina just because it sounded
like fun, tried not to catch the curse of Superman by wearing one of those funny
locking Japanese masks and still fitted in a 32-hour flight to Vegas, only o
spend half the trip staring at a completely unfathomable one-armed bandit. We
later realized thera was nothing to work out. You simply pulled the handie and
left the rest to fate!

After that whirlwind lap of the warld, Charged returned from Vegas to Vegas,
sorry | meant Dubai, te find poor old Maria Carey
hac cancelled her May show. What a shame!
Charged had a whip round for her and raised
about seven Dirhams {found down the back of
the sofa). Hope she comes back 500N, so we can
boak a trip to somewhere else!

All this leaves just one question; What are we
going to do for the next issue!!!

Noel Ebdon
Acting Editor

What we've been
doing this month

Wasting..

time playing mobile
games as 'research’ for
our download feature

Riding..

around on Harleys
pretending to be a
greasy biker and failing
miserably.

To subscribe to CHARGED go to www.itp.net/subscriptions
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DOWNLOAD

Your sister loves it, your boss has got a habit, and even
your dad has been known to dabble a little. Yep., mobile
downloading - it's changing the world as we kinow it.
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Until recently,
theidea of mobile downloads
conjured up images of
eenagers crowding rourd the
latest “happy slapping’ incident
on YouTlbs, or pushing the
developad world to DEFCOM |
eritaticn levels by downloading
Crazy Frog ringtones: But as
rmobile phones kave bacome
nmereasingly cool, so have the
items we can download onlo
tham,

With even the most low-tech
mobiles supparting video,
imagery and radio, and your
new swanky 1IPhone cacable
cf receiving straarming live
foothall games or entire movies
inGne ge, thers s 2 1ok mone
b entartain yoursalf with on
[org journeys than texting your
rmiates or plaving Snake. Lise
aur non-geeks auide to makbile
downloads and you might find
voursslf getting seme inside
clues about what the heck |s
actualy ooing onin Lost or
single-handesdly runmng a
Prermiershiz Football Clat,

(ULBR

So where did it all start? Wall,
cast yrlr memory back to the
early days of awning a mobile
phone, or ‘bricks” as they were
known in thie mid-nineties.
Text messaging (5 wheare it
hegan Orginallty seen as a
rotification service - which
wolld el you that the hok
chick from Thursday night hacd
left you had a new vaicemail
rmessage of, conversely, that
you weare skint again with a
low credlt balance - networks
and handset manufacturers
wiare gobsmacked when

they realsed that our new,
anti-sacal MTY generation
preserrad to send short
messades rathar than spaak
to actual people. Fast-forward
& yearor twio and users wers
starting ko forward each other
FRonaphonis fAnatones and
siily or rude ‘pictures’ crested
from text and symials. For the
19905 generation, it was just

one step forward from when
we usad to write BOOBIES
(5318008) upside downon a
cakculator displan.

The Polyphonic Spree
Mesiar shy Lo seize the
oppartunity 1o meake a fast
buck, handset manufacturars
auckly introduced pokyphonic
ringtones; a vast improvement
on the monophonic tones
which sounded like someone
lgarning o play pianc..
badlyl The first commercialiy
downloadabile ringtones
werg created by a Finnish
mobile operator in 1998, a
conceph wihich spread guiclkly
atross Europe and Asia and
developed inta a $2 illion
dollar a year industry by 2008
Does anyone remembar the
Crazy Frag? O should | ssv.
can anybody forget the Crazy
Frogr Despite being voted
The Most Anncyirg Thing in
The World', the Crazy Frog
rirg ding ding’ ringtone sound
- generated by 17-year ald
Draniel Malmedahl doing an
uncanmy imoressicn of a two-
stroke enging - netted licensers
Jamster a coal €14 million, The
Crazy Frog song also becama
tha first nnotone ta cross over
to the UK Singles Charts in the
form of an "Bl F' rip-off tune,
hitting the topspat in May
2005,

Frog spawn
Hat on the frog's haals arryved
a naw technology - Multimedia
Messaging - Service or MMS,
Basic cameras allowed mobile
users 1o take grainy pictures
or fuzzy videso, which could
be sent o friends via MMS,
spawning a whole new genre
of embarrassing your mates
after they'd had a few oo
mary. Suddenly the YouTube
generation exploded into
existence. Improved camera,
viden and other application
technologes - cambined
with increased scraen size
and resplution - has meant

that taday's mobiles ara like
rrini-rrovie machines. nterrnet
enabled mokiles fet Lsers treat
their mabiles as extensiens of
thigir PCs, and wihisther you
want to view a Microsoft Word
file, download oussticnable
Pariz Hilton videos or ugload
shiaky camera phone footaoe
af the time you saw the hat
one from the Sugababes in Mall
of the Ermrates, you can do it
from wheraver vou are inthe
world,

On the game

With matbile internet usage
mushreoming, the download
market is one of the most
Iucrative new markets,
Ringtones are at the top of
the most downloaded charts,
bt cther preduct marketers
hawve baen ouick tooget inon
the act Mobile gaming is now
the biggest trend. F'Ia;\l.-'rng
games on your mabile has
prograssad a long way since
Snake or Blocks, with a move
towards complex 30 games
which can be played raal-time
with multiple players acrozs
theworld, like s minisversion of
o360

The rarket is surging with
newy players - and more
importantly, new games -
joining every day, In fact, data
from mobile measurement
firrm M;Metrics showed that
during February aver 48 million
paople played a mobike game
ir the Unitec States, almost
ane-fifth of the population,
Sa st it about Time you-got
anline and thrashed some
spotty American teenager at
MASCARY

Have You Got the Nimbuzz?

Mimbuzz is bringing to the
mobile what Skype pionesrad
far thie PC. Recently launched
in thie LK, Mimbuzz provides
mabile Users and onling
commurities an ali-in-ane
soluticn for free maksle VolP
calling, conferaence calling,
instant messaging, chat and

group chat, and photo and file
sending across Skype, MSN,
Google Talk: Yahool &M,
Jaber and [CG, plus social
mebtworks including Facebook
and MySpace.

Wanna get in on the aotionT
Just download the free
apgiication to your mobiie and
register Contacts from your
Instant Messaging commlnitiss
are combined into a single
contact list, with lcons shawing
which contacts, and from
which communities, are online.
Mirnbzz warks on mers than
500 handsets workowide
irchuding Mokoa, Sarmsund
and LG It's free to dovniload.
bt intermet data ussge will
be charged according to your
network operator rates.

T Install Mimbuzz Mobile,
Wik whadwe niMDUZZ com or
Yisit m.nimbuzZ.com on your
rmickike,

Bigoest waste of bandwidth
Can't cope with not knowing
where Brangaling are currantly
hioled Up? MNesd the latest on
Tomkat? Celebrity 'naws’ site,
wivwhallomagazine.com, has
twe mobile sarvicasin the LK
If you're desperate fora Parts
for ora Libo update, vou can
subscribe toa daily Mk S and
SMS celsbrity news updats,
‘Subscribars will receive one
message per day containing
the latest MMS naws story with
images, or an S5 Feadline.
Thankfully, the local gossip
miags ane yet Lo Fondemn us
1o purgalEsSavithea DEbeiae

WErsian
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In just two years, Cellufun has delivered
rmaore than four million downloads of free
mobile games such as Sudoku, chess,
casing, racing and space batlles.

WWW.n-gage.com

WithaUAE specificsite-nomoresecond-
guessing Etisalat - Nokia's N-Gage site
is packed to the rafters with mobile
garmes. Try before you buy, from a list
which includes EA Sports FIFA 08, Brain
Challenge and Asphalt 3 Street Rules,
and World Series of Poker Pro Challenge.

Global site with massive choce of games,
from free-tat to paid-for perfection.
Simple to navigate and easily sifts out
the games which work on your phone.
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How many text messages do
you send or receive each day
- and how do vou compare to
your global compatricts?

USA

Malaysia

Irelancd

Singapore
Philippines




Downloadspecial

1.EA Sports FFA 08 6. Paparazzi Snapshot
' osurel ey word of 2 g pooked Ory Creatures of the
4, The WeakestLink IS e RS Deep
. cai 7.Sexy Pilowfight
$1000 Pay
S, Fast and Furious sk
$10.00 iPla
10. Gall o the Pharaoh
$free Cellufun
3, Mobile Ring
Sfree Cellufun
8. Turbo Pizza
$10.00 iPla
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